Our Place in Our Galaxy

If we shrink our Solar System (11 light hours across)
down to a bit larger than a quarter
(2 inches across)
our Galaxy, the Milky Way (100,000 light years across),
would span North America
(2500 miles across).

On this scale, 40 light years would be equal to one mile.

The North Star is about 430 light years distant.
It would be about 11 miles from
our quarter-sized Solar System.
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Instructions:
Cut out each circle and glue the "FRONT" to the label side of a used CD. Glue the "BACK" to the other side of the CD.





