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To create your acrostic poem, select a word or phrase that 
begins with each letter of the word Moon.  
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To create your couplet poem, make sure each line has the 
same number of syllables and that both lines together 
express a complete idea. Bonus points for rhyming!
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To create your blackout poem, circle the words or phrases 
you want to include in your poem. Use a marker to cross 
out words you want to remove.  

MOON IN MOTION 
Imagine you’re in a spaceship, traveling away from Earth. 
As you sail onward, you see our planet and its Moon locked 
together in their endless, circling, gravitational embrace. Your 
distant view gives you a unique perspective on the Moon that 
can be hard to visualize from the ground, where the Moon 
appears to sweep through the sky as an ever-changing globe of 
light. 

From your astronaut’s viewpoint, you can see that the Moon 
is an average of 238,855 miles (384,399 km) from Earth, or 
about the space that could be occupied by 30 Earths. It travels 
around our planet once every 27.322 days in an elliptical orbit, 
an elongated circle. The Moon is tidally locked with Earth, which 
means that it spins on its axis exactly once each time it orbits 
our planet. Because of this, people on Earth only ever see one 
side of the Moon. We call this motion synchronous rotation. 

The Moon’s orbit is tilted about 5 degrees compared to the 
plane of Earth’s orbit around the Sun. Because of this tilt, the 
Moon as seen from Earth’s perspective usually passes above or 
below the Sun when it passes between us and the Sun. The tilt 
of the Moon’s orbit prevents us from having monthly solar and 
lunar eclipses. 

Text source: https://moon.nasa.gov/moon-in-motion/phases-eclipses-supermoons/overview/ 


