


I love how the NCSciFest opens new 
eyes to the wonderful world of STEM. 
Nothing better than seeing that 
‘WOW’ moment on a young face as 
they discover something new.

Amy Watson, Imagination Station 

The 2022 North Carolina Science Festival felt real. It felt 
alive. It was the first honest-to-goodness NCSciFest 
celebration since 2019. That’s thanks to you: to our 
partners, to our teachers, to our scientists, to our 
sponsors, and to the tens of thousands of North 
Carolinians who participated from the mountains to the 
sea. It’s also thanks to the incredible real-time work of 
the scientists and public health professionals getting us 
through the pandemic.
 
Since its launch in 2010, the Festival has sent near-space 
balloons to the limits of our atmosphere. We’ve trained 
scientists from across cultures in best practices in public 
engagement. We’ve catalyzed events from story times at 
local libraries to major street fairs to celebrity 
performances. We’ve created NC’s first tra�c jam for 
science. We hosted NC STEM Day at the General 
Assembly. We’ve honored partners at the Executive 
Mansion. We broke a Guinness World Record. And most 
importantly of all: we’ve launched a tradition that has 
created thousands of friendly interactions through our 
love of science that are flat-out fun.
 
We couldn’t stop the North Carolina Science Festival 
even if we wanted to. (We don’t.) It’s now woven into the 
fabric of our state and will continue to grow and evolve 
thanks to you. 
 
We can’t wait for April 2023.

Best wishes and Science for All,
Jonathan & Todd

Dear NCSciFest Family,

Todd Boyette,
NCSciFest Co-Founder

Jonathan Frederick,
NCSciFest Director

Durham Bulls Education Day (Durham)

ECU Earth Day Expo (Greenville)

Playhouse Buildfest (Boone)

“
”
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todd_boyette@unc.edu

Erik Macintosh
NCSciFest Manager
etm@unc.edu

Jonathan Frederick
NCSciFest Director

Adam Phelps
NCSciFest Sponsorships
arphelps@unc.edu

Stephanie Ridley
Director of Advancement
stephanie.ridley@unc.edu

Crystal Harden, Ed.D.
Director of Program and 
Inclusion Initiatives
charden@unc.edu

Festival Summary
NCSciFest is the �rst statewide celebration of its kind in the nation. Every April we celebrate a showcase of 
STEM—science, technology, engineering, and mathematics—with community-based events hosted by 
museums, science centers, colleges, universities, businesses, parks, libraries, and hundreds of K-12 schools. 
Founded in 2010 by Morehead Planetarium and Science Center, NCSciFest has served more than 3 million 
participants of all ages from all 100 counties since its inception. 

Advisory Board
Chancellor Emeritus James 
Moeser, Chair
The University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 

Alfred G. Childers, Ph.D. 
MagellanScience.org 

Ann B. Goodnight 
SAS 

Betsy Bennett, Ph.D. 
Capital Development Services 

Charles A. Sanders, M.D. 
Retired Chairman & CEO, 
GlaxoSmithKline 

Christy L. Sha�er, Ph.D. 
Hatteras Venture Partners

Contact

North Carolina 
Science Festival

Morehead Planetarium 
and Science Center

The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

G. Edward Story, J.D. 
RTI International 

Howard N. Lee 
Howard N. Lee Institute 

John Hardin, Ph.D. 
North Carolina Department of 
Commerce 

Julia White 
North Carolina Governor’s O�ce 

Kimberly van Noort, Ph.D. 
University of North Carolina System 

Louis Muglia, M.D., Ph.D. 
Burroughs Wellcome Fund 

Matthew Meyer, Ph.D. 
North Carolina Community 
College System

Campus Box 3480
Chapel Hill, NC 
27599-3480

ncsciencefestival.org

ncscifest@unc.edu

919-843-8329

Marilyn Foote-Hudson 
North Carolina GlaxoSmithKline 
Foundation 

Melissa Seymour 
Biogen 

Richard Superfine, Ph.D. 
The University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 

Richard Tankersley, Ph.D. 
The University of North Carolina 
at Charlotte

Chancellor W. Randolph 
Woodson 
North Carolina State University  
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Participan
ts

Public Events

327

145,403

The UNC Galapagos Science Center celebrated 
its 10th anniversary by commissioning 4 larger 
than life sculptures made by local artists. This 
recycled art marine iguana can be found right 
outside Morehead’s entrance. 

1 MARINE IGUANA

Kelvin made a big impact at events throughout 
April. From congratulating runners at the Tar Heel 
10 Miler, to visiting Duke Energy Science Nights, 
to welcoming our 3 millionth participant, Kelvin 
covered a lot of ground! 

316
In NC, we love scientists, and scientists love the 
Festival. Nowhere is this more evident than at 
the UNC Science Expo where 316 UNC 
researchers and STEM professionals shared their 
work with more than 5,000 visitors. 
UNC Science Expo was supported by presenting 
sponsor, Gilead Sciences. 
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409

39

K-
12

 Ev
ent

s Across NC

St
ate

wide Star Party Events

STEM Profess
io

na
ls

1,717

By the Numbers

From stomp rockets, 
to Galilean cannons, 
students enjoyed 
hands-on science 
right in their schools. 

25,083

We celebrated our 3 millionth 
participant at the Triangle 
SciTech Expo at the North 
Carolina Museum of Natural 
History. We were lucky to 
welcome the Eccleston Family 
of Apex: Sameeha Eccleston 
(10), declared “I love science!”
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This year marked the 10th 
annual Statewide Star Party. 
Thirty-five hosts o�ered public 
skywatching events in parks, 
colleges and universities, 
planetariums, science centers, 
nature centers, and 
libraries—bringing together 
nearly 8,000 visitors. 

The Statewide Star Party was 
made possible thanks to the 
support of the North Carolina 
Space Grant.

STATEWIDE STAR PARTY 
CELEBRATES ITS 
10TH ANNIVERSARY

Want to meet our partners? 
Scan to see a complete list 
of partners across the state. 

Greensboro Science Center
(Greensboro)

Duke Energy 
Science Night at 
Creedmoor Elementary
(Creedmoor)

Discovery Place Science
(Charlotte)

Earth to Sky Park
(Burnsville)

The Children’s Museum of  Wilmington
(Wilmington)

Sylvan Heights Bird Park
(Scotland Neck)

Cumberland County Schools
(Fayetteville)

Public Events

K-12 Events

Celebrating Science 
Across North Carolina
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In partnership with the Science Communicators of North Carolina 
and Story Collider, the Festival was proud to host Dr. Edith Gonzalez 
(Assistant Professor of archaeology at University @ Bu�alo–SUNY) 
as she led a powerful session on how scientists of historically 
marginalized identities can share their personal stories to inspire 
and encourage future generations. 

Personal Storytelling in Science: 
Shaping the World We Hope to See 

Scientists from UNC joined classrooms across the state to share 
their research in interactive and engaging sessions. A wide range of 
topics were covered, including the exploration of sound vibrations, 
designing safe roads, demonstrations of physics, and even a virtual 
star tour. 

UNC Universe Week 

The past two years taught us that accessibility means 
reaching participants where they are—from 
classrooms to community centers to their homes. 
With free online programming, participants could join  
from anywhere and watch recorded content at any 
time. NCSciFest virtual programming was made 
possible through the generous support of Google.   

The 2022 National Math Festival brought together mathematicians 
from across the U.S. to inspire and challenge all ages to see math in 
new and unexpected ways. Participants celebrated with games, 
puzzles, uplifting and intriguing talks, book readings, and interactive 
activities. The event was produced by Mathematical Sciences 
Research Institute in cooperation with the Institute for Advanced 
Study, the National Museum of Mathematics, and North Carolina 
Central University.  

National Math Festival

SCIENCE, JUST A CLICK AWAY

Cameron Howell, Frink Middle School

“

”

Thank you so much for the 
opportunity for my students to join 
the Zoom today! They were so 
excited when they found out that 
they would be talking to real 
engineers. After the session, many 
shared that they now wanted to 
explore engineering as a career.

Kidzu Children's Museum (Chapel Hill)

Dr. Edith Gonzalez shares her science story to inspire prospective 
scientists to share theirs. 
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Science for All
Science for All is not just a tagline. It’s our mission and our 
promise to the people of North Carolina. We strive to  
reach all 100 counties, delivering programming that serves 
audiences of all ages and backgrounds to ensure 
everyone is given a chance to explore the world of 
science. In 2022, our partners embraced this mission and 
connected Latinx/Hispanic STEM professionals to the 
community—sharing their research and stories in Spanish.  

Coinciding with Durham Community Day (free 
admission for all Durham County residents), the 
Museum of Life and Science showcased local Latinx 
scientists and engineers to facilitate bilingual science 
activities and experiments. As their 4th annual event, 
the Museum of Life and Science now proactively 
develops materials, signage, and programming 
designed for Spanish-speaking audiences, year-round.

¡Celebremos las ciencias! 

Through a program reboot, the 2022 STEMVille 
Spectacular brought together a special and unique 
partnership with Mariposas (a Chapel Hill-based 
community organization with the mission of 
facilitating a space for Latinx youth) and NC State’s 
College of Veterinary Medicine (featuring Latinx 
scientists, students, and facilitators) to create an 
immersive day of science career exploration and 
experiments. Keynote speaker, Dr. Liara Gonzalez, 
inspired a new generation of scientists.  

STEMVille Spectacular 

More than 2,000 families and friends gathered at Carolina Beach State Park to watch the stars in a festival 
environment with food trucks and hands-on activities. Cape Fear Museum worked with UNC Wilmington's 
Centro Hispano Embajadores to create a welcoming event for the local Hispanic/Latinx community. By 
posting native Spanish speakers at each of the telescope stations and information booths and publicizing 
the event with Spanish-language materials, this Star Party reached new audiences.

Carolina Beach Star Party hosted by Cape Fear Museum 

Celebremos las Ciencias (Durham)

STEMville Spectacular (Chapel Hill)
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Duke Energy Science Nights 
Expand to SC and the Midwest

Following the success of a decade of Duke 
Energy Science Nights here in NC, the NCSciFest 
team partnered with South Carolina's Coalition 
for Mathematics and Science to bring the 
program to South Carolina as part of SC STEM 
Education Month. This partnership delivered 
science to 30 schools, reaching more than 8,000 
students, sta�, volunteers, and families. 

In the Midwest, Duke Energy Foundation 
Community Engagement Managers delivered 75 
science kits to local schools. 

Beyond NC

McColl Elementary Middle School (McColl, SC)

NCSciFest grant-sponsored event | Northeast Academy for 
Aerospace and Advanced Technologies (Elizabeth City)

Nearly 4,500 middle-school students 
experienced science first-hand from STEM 
professionals across NC. Scientists shared their 
stories and research before leading hands-on 
activities. Teachers and students learned about 
cutting-edge research while scientists 
experienced a day in the life of a teacher. 

SciMatch Connecting 
Real-World Scientists to 
Middle School Audiences 

Thank you for providing this 
opportunity for my students. 
They continue to talk about 
it and absolutely loved it. 

Betty Jo Moore,
Wiley Magnet Middle School

“
”
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Pure joy. Joy of learning. 
Joy of being together. 
Joy of STEM. This was 
the right thing at the 
right time for us and we 
cannot wait for 2023!

Tracey Campbell, 
Clemson University

“

”

FUTURES Program

Our FUTURES program empowers community college faculty, sta�, 
students, and alumni to connect with their local communities through 
sharing their personal STEM stories. As a year-round program, our goal is 
to reach all 58 North Carolina community colleges by 2025. Participating 
colleges receive facilitated workshops, professional development 
opportunities, and resources to produce community STEM events in their 
area. FUTURES is made possible through the generous support of the 
North Carolina GlaxoSmithKline Foundation. 

Beyond April

Connecting the Community

Expanding Our Reach

Thirty-one partners across the state 
received support to produce events via 
the UNC System Challenge Grant and 
the Event Sponsorship Program. These 
funds allow institutions to extend their 
reach, engage with more participants, 
and develop creative and engaging 
programming to attract new visitors. 

MiniGrants Make a 
Big Impact in 
Local Communities 

Designed to showcase science instruction and 
research taking place statewide at UNC System 
campuses, UNC System Challenge Grants 
provide support for community events.

UNC System Challenge Grant+
From logistics to new programming initiatives, 
event sponsorship comes in many forms. 
Libraries, museums, and community centers can 
apply for support to produce STEM-themed 
community events and resources.

Event Sponsorship Program+

UNCW MarineQuest received a UNC System Challenge Grant to create STEM kits 
with climate change-themed activities. Kits were delivered to elementary and 
middle schools in Bladen, Columbus, Duplin, Pender and Robeson counties.  
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The North Carolina Science 
Festival is made possible by the 
generous support of its sponsors.

SILVER SPONSOR

Want to meet our partners? 
Scan to see a complete list 
of partners across the state. 


